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1.  Background 

The owner of the property has made a request for the heritage listing of a historic timber 

cottage at 35 Lomandra Lane, Mullumbimby. A site visit was carried out by Deborah Wray, 

Heritage Advisor to BSC on 29 September 2023 with the Owner Clive Klugman. 

 

2.  Site Location 

 
Figure 1 Site in town context. Map eplanning Spatial viewer. 

 

 
Figure 2  Ariel map showing cottage and principal dwelling. A new dwelling is being constructed 

in the south eastern portion of the site.  

 

3.  Heritage Status 

The subject property has no existing heritage protection  as it is not within the  Mullumbimby 

Heritage Conservation Area  or listed as heritage items under Byron Shire LEP 2014. 

  



4.  Observations 

Western elevation of 

dwelling  (front). It has a  

hipped pyramid form roof.  

Skillion roof to front 

verandah which has been 

enclosed.  

 
Northern side elevation 

showing  main historic 

core of building, enclosure 

of verandah to the front 

and rear addition.  

Brick footings 1982 when 

it was relocated. Windows 

have been replaced with 

sliding aluminium frames 

and made shorter in 

proportion  

The car port structure to 

north is proposed to be 

removed. 

 

 
Rear Elevation- later 

addition. 

 



Southern side elevation 

and skillion roof addition 

at rear.  

 
Original front wall and one 

original double hung 4 

pane sash window within 

the enclosed verandah. 

This window provides  

detail for future 

restoration of the replaced 

windows. 

 
Window opening on 

southern side of enclosed 

verandah which can be 

reinstated. Original 

chamferboard cladding. 

 



Original centre front door 

opening with moulded 

architraves.  

The vertical jointed door 

to the room on the south 

is an early door likely to 

have been relocated from 

the rear portion.  

 
Interior of living room 

showing original timber 

floors, wall and ceiling 

liningsand room 

proportions.  

 
Room on north with has   

similar interior fabric. A 

gyprock partition wall has 

been add to this space 

 



Room on south with 

original interior fabric. 

 
150mm wide timber floors. 

 
Later kitchen and 

bathroom addition at rear. 

 

 
 

  



5.  History 

This historic dwelling was relocated to the subject site in 1982. It was originally built as part of 

the Salvation Army complex at 38 Dalley Street, Mullumbimby in the early 1900s.  

 

The subject land where it is now located at 35 Lomandra Lane, has historical associations with 

Thomas and Patrick Walker who were notable citizens of Mullumbimby’s early settlement. The 

Map of Mullumbimby 1888  shows the subject land Portion 86 in the ownership of Mr Thomas 

Walker. 

 

 
Figure 3  Town Map of Mullumbimby 1888   



 

 
Figure 4  Early Selectors of Suburban Lots Mullumbimby BVHS 

 

‘Patrick Walker acquired James Davidson’s 80 ac block, portion 5, Parish of Mullumbimby in 

Mar 1908, with the subsequent addition of various adjacent lots within the suburban lands of 

the Village of Mullumbimby.After building the new homestead ‘Belmont’,  (which may be 58 

Coral Avenue, on the southern bank of the creek)  he passed the lot to son Billy ~1911 and 

allegedly retired to ‘Bellevue’ on Chinbible Creek, on the corner of Main Arm Road and 

Murwillumbah Road/Coolamon Scenic Drive.1 

  

 

Subject House early 1900s  Formerly on Lot 6 Section 6  

The house was originally located in Dalley Street,  Mullumbimby  between Tincogan and 

Tyagarah Streets on land owned by Frank Grape who donated it to the Salvation Army. A 

Barracks/Citadel was erected in Dalley Street between Tincogan and Tyagarah on land  which 

was donated by Frank Grape,  followed by a cottage for resident officers and a large soup 

kitchen (dates of construction of the latter buildings were not recorded).2  

Source  Brunswick Valley Historical Society (BVHS)      

  

 
1 Source BVHS. 
2 Ibid 



Site of Original Dwelling Allotment 6, Section 6  Dalley St, Mullumbimby. 

 

 
Figure 5  NSW Historical Land Records Viewer Map of Parish of Mullumbimby 1888 

https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/ 

 

  

https://hlrv.nswlrs.com.au/


6. Salvation Army History, Mullumbimby. 

 

A publication ‘The Tenacious Salvationists’ o  March 2022 in the BVHS Newsletter March 2022 

provides an interesting history of the establishment  of the Salvation Army in Mullumbimby. 

The following extract is reproduced with due acknowledgment to BVHS. 

 

 



 

 



  

Source  BHVS.  

 

 

7. Historic Newspaper Articles  Salvation Army Mullumbimby 

 

Early newspaper articles from 1898 record activities of the Salvation Army in Mullumbimby 

and the region including charitable work, the band performances and provision of welfare.  A 

few early examples are included. 

 

Mullumbimby Junior fundraising activity in 1901 

 
Clarence River Advocate (NSW : 1898 - 1949), Friday 8 November 1901,  

page  

 

 



Four services every Sunday are advertised in the 1907 Mullumbimby Star  

 

 

February 1907  

  

Thursday 21 February 1907, page 2 

Northern Star (Lismore, NSW : 1876 - 1954), Wednesday 12 April 1944, page 4 

 

This article would indicate that the Salvation Army residence was in place by this year or 

earlier. 

  



8. Historic Timeline 

 

1898 The Salvation Army were holding regular meetings in the School of Arts  

 

1900 A Salvation Army Barracks/Citadel was erected in Dalley Street between 

Tincogan and Tyagarah Sts,  followed by a cottage for resident officers 

and a large soup kitchen.  The subject land Lot 6, Section 6 was donated 

by Methodist Swede Frank Grape. 

A sum of 13/5/6 was raised in 1901 and in 1905 the Salvation Army  was 

a beneficiaries of the Will of Henry Tyler of Myocum. 

  

1907 An article referring to a fire in the laundry of the residence of Captain 

Bickle’s Salvation Army residence in Dalley St   

 

1977 In the 1970s the Salvation Army declined in popularity and its officer was 

withdrawn.  

The Salvation Army sold the property to Christopher McIlrath, 

Mullumbimby Farmersof Main Arm, Trustee of Divine Light Mission and 

founder of Santos Vegetarian bulk foods business.   

 

The Hall was rebirthed as the Divine Light Mission Hall. 

 

1981-2 The hall and cottage were listed for sale. The site was purchased by Ruby 

Martin 1981 and then by Thomas and Suzanne Craig. 1982. 

The Hall was shifted to Main Arm.   

 

The subject cottage was purchased by Peter Mortenson for $4000 and 

relocated by Bert Ward (now dec) to the current location at 35 Lomandra 

Lane.  

Former owner Peter Mortenson recalls mention that the cottage was 

previously occupied by the resident Salvation Army Officer.  

Wendy Reynolds then  lived in the cottage for several years.  

 

Two new dwellings were constructed on the site at 38  Dalley Street. 

 

2023 Request for heritage advice and proposals to conserve the historic 

cottage. 

 

 
  



9. Heritage Assessment Criteria. 

 

There are seven criteria under which a place can be assessed in the context of State or Local 

heritage themes as outlined in the NSW Heritage Management System, Assessing Heritage 

Significance (NSW Heritage Office 2023). It will be considered to be of State or Local 

significance if it meets one or more of the following criteria.  

 

Criterion a) Historical significance: an item is important in the course, or pattern of NSW’s 

cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area.) 

 

Criterion b) Historical (Social /Associative) significance; an item has strong or special 

association with the life or works of a person or a group of persons of importance in NSW’s 

cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

 

Criteria c)       Aesthetic significance: an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic 

characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local 

area). 

 

Criteria d) Social significance; an item has strong or special association with a particular 

community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

 

Criteria e) Research potential: an item has potential to yield information that will contribute 

to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of 

the local area). Significance under this criterion must have the potential to yield new or further 

substantial information.  

 

Criteria f)  Rarity:  an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 

cultural or natural history (for the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

 

Criteria g)    Representativeness: an item is important in demonstrating the principal 

characteristics or a class of NSW’s (or local area’s) Cultural or natural places or Cultural or 

natural environments. 

 

 

  



10. Assessment of Significance 

 

Criterion a) Historical significance: an item is important in the course, or pattern of NSW’s 

cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area.) 
 

The historic cottage at 35 Lomandra Lane is historically significant as small scale timber 

dwelling built in the early 1900s of traditional form, proportions, scale and materials which was 

built as a residence for the Salvation Army Officer in Dalley St, Mullumbimby 

 

Criterion b Historical (Social /Associative) significance; an item has strong or special 

association with the life or works of a person or a group of persons of importance in NSW’s 

cultural or natural history ( or the cultural or natural history of the local area). 
 

The item may hold associative significance with leading members of the Salvation Army who 

resided in and used this building which was co- located with the Citadel Barracks in Dalley 

Street, Mullumbimby. 

.       

 

Criteria c) Aesthetic significance: an item is important in demonstrating aesthetic 

characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local 

area). 
 

This historic timber dwellings demonstrates a moderate degree of aesthetic significance for its 

historic scale, form and extant fabric which are typical of the historic vernacular architecture of 

the area.  Despite being moved and altered it retains a reasonably high level of original fabric 

in the original 4 room layout  which is still clearly readable.  

 

Criteria d) Social significance; an item has strong or special association with a particular 

community or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

 

The property may hold social significance to members and former members of the  Salvation 

Army  which had a strong presence in the Mullumbimby community for over 70 years. in Dalley 

Street, Mullumbimby. for its links as a former Salvation Army residence which was co- located 

with the Citadel Barracks 

 

Criteria e) Research potential: an item has potential to yield information that will 

contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural 

history of the local area). Significance under this criterion must have the potential to yield new 

or further substantial information.  

The property is not likely to yield information of a nature which would meet this criterion. 

 

Criteria f) Rarity:  an item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 

cultural or natural history (for the cultural or natural history of the local area). 

The dwellings demonstrates rarity in relation to its former specific historical use in 

Mullumbimby, but  is not rare as a building type.     

 



Criteria g)     Representativeness: an item is important in demonstrating the principal 

characteristics or a class of NSW’s (or local area’s) Cultural or natural places or Cultural or 

natural environments.  

The dwelling is representative of an early Federation era modest timber dwellings in terms of 

scale, roof form, joinery details and interior timber linings and fabric.   

 

Comparative Examples 

There are 22 individually heritage listed houses in Mullumbimby, mostly within the town area. 

Many are larger types with  more complex roof forms and detailing. There are several workers 

cottages throughout the Conservation Area, however few are individually listed.    

 

11. Statement of Significance 

 

This historic timber dwelling at 35 Lomandra Lane is historically significant at a local level as 

the former residence for the Mullumbimby Salvation Army Officer with links to previously built 

as part of the former complex in Dalley St. It is an early Federation domestic cottage and 

demonstrates a moderate degree of aesthetic significance for its historic scale, form and 

materials  and is a representative example of vernacular architecture which retains a 

reasonable level of integrity of original fabric.   

 

12. Recommendations 

 

The dwelling meets one or more of the heritage significance criteria and its future conservation 

is strongly supported. It is recommended that Council supports the owners request for 

inclusion of the timber cottage at 35 Lomandra Lane on Schedule 5 of Byron LEP 2014.   

 

It is suggested that the following scope of works are undertaken to achieve a conservation 

outcome for the building: 

  

• removal of the enclosure of the front verandah  

• reinstatement of a sympathetic 4 panel front entry door 

• reinstatement of double hung sash timber framed windows of original proportions to 

the original rooms of the dwelling to match the remaining original window in the 

enclosed verandah. 

• reinstatement of 4 panel solid timber interior doors. 

• replacement of aluminium windows in the later rear addition with sympathetic timber 

framed  windows and doors e.g. sliding or   bifold may be used in the rear addition   

• repainting of the dwelling in a heritage colour scheme authentic to the era. 

• removal of the metal car port structure in close proximity to the dwelling and /or 

redesign  with a more sympathetic structure with a  hipped roof and timber posts . 

• Note heritage grants are offered annually  to assist owners with costs of maintenance 

subject to Council budget. 
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